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SCHOOL 

The school reopened for the new academic year on 
the third of June. Forty teaching staffs currently 
work at the school, along with fifteen non-teaching 
staff. There are 891 students studying at St. 
Antony’s school this year. All of last year’s 10th 
Standard students passed their exams with first 
class marks, 9 are now studying in 11th standard 
and 4 are doing vocational (Technical college) 
courses.  

This year’s 10th standard students are staying at 
the school. We have made arrangements for them 
to stay in the new hostel building. They are studying 
very hard for their final exams. They are paying for 
their own food expenses 

ACTIVITIES 

Many events have taken place at the school 
recently. We had a celebration for St. Anthony’s 
Feast on June the 13th, followed by Educational 
Development Day on the 15th of July, which was the 
birthday of Mr. Kamaraj, who was chief minister of 
Tamil Nadu in the 60s. We celebrated Founders 
Day on the 26th July, thanking Jane Reynolds for 
her on going 
support, on her 
75th birthday.  

Our students 
took part in 
many games 
competitions in 
zonal level in 
our Taluk. 
There were 40 
schools took part in the competition in Melchengam, 
and won in the following games and qualified for 
district level in volleyball, football, table-tennis and 
basketball. The girls team also qualified to go for 
district level in Kho Kho, a local game, carom and 
chess.  

FARM 

We have had 
enough rain 
recently to begin 
cultivating the land. 
Hopefully, we will 
produce some 
paddy (rice) this 
year. Despite the 
rain, there is still a shortage of water. 

GENERAL 

In July we had power cut most of the time at night 
and day except six hours a day, but now in August 

we only have power cut for only six hours a day!. 
This is much better comparing July month.  We are 
planning for an inverter system to be installed to 
deal with this problem. We have got generator for 
the orphanage.  

CRAFT CENTRE 

Every year we train forty to fifty girls and boys in 
tailoring who are employed in the neighboring city of 
Tirupur, which is known as a textiles city. There are 
lots of export companies in that town.  All these girls 
and boys who get employment there get very good 
salary. The craft centre is running very well. 

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT 

Due to government 
regulations, a wall 
needs to be built 
around the school 
campus, replacing the 
wire fencing. So far 
255 ft of compound 
wall has been built, 
and we are hoping to 
complete the compound walls within two years, in 
order to appease the government.  

ORPHANAGE 

Mr. Lourdusamy 
swaminathan, a 
new teacher at the 
school, and his 
family, now live at 
the orphanage 
looking after the 
children. All the 
children like them 
and they are very good with the orphan children. 
Some of the older children have now left the 
orphanage to study in the hills, but are still 
supported by the Kanji Project. The children are all 
involved in cleaning the rooms and grounds at 
Shanthi Lumin daily. Unfortunately, there are many 
scorpions and snakes in the grounds, but thankfully 
no-one has been hurt so far. The children are all 
well and are very grateful to their benefactors.  

We are planning for fifty new children to be admitted 
to the orphanage next year, so hopefully the budget 
will be increased accordingly. 

COMPUTER CENTRE 

The new 
computer centre 
was opened on 
the 13th of June. 
We now have 18 
computers, 12 of 
which are 
recently updated 
with new CPU, 
all with Pentium 
IV processors. We have installed Windows XP on 
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the computers, as we have not yet started using 
Vista, as it is not yet commonly used in India.  
We have purchased two new UPS systems, one for 
the kindergarten and one for the school office which 
supply power for three hours, because of constant 
power cuts. 
Due to a new law passed by the government, 
disallowing training centres on the same campus as 
school, we are currently unable to advertise for 
students for computer courses. Therefore, there are 
only 2 students currently taking computer classes. 
At present we have 16 students learning spoken 
English in the computer centre building, 10 teachers 
from our school, and 6 outside students. 
ADDITIONAL CAMPUS NEWS :  
One of our school children who has been well 
mannered, intelligent, only son, 11 years old, and 
studied in 6th class, had diarrhea twice.  By the time 
he reached the hospital, the doctors could not save 
his life and he passed away on 4th of September.  
All the staff members and students paid homage to 
his departed soul.  May his soul rest in peace. 
COMMUNITY WELFARE PROJECT  
We selected 75 poor children from the school and 
from the neighboring villages and provided uniform 
for all of them. We are also planning to choose 10 
poorest of the poor family near Kanji village to 
support them in the future. We are already helping 
more than 50 aged and invalid widows by providing 
rice, clothes and medical help. We have chosen 
nearly 60 children from the Karapattu untouchable 
village and educating them. We hope to increase 
the number of beneficiaries in the coming year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW BUS :  
We have bought a new Second hand bus with 46 
seat capacity for the school. It cost Rs. 875,000.00 
It is 2005 model. We need to repaint and register in 
the school name and also we need to pay the 
M.O.T. expenses and Insurance. The total value of 
the bus may come including the registration fees 
Rs. 910,000.00. It is in very good condition. We are 
very happy about it. Thank you for the enfant de 
kanji supporters for helping us to buy the school bus 
which is very urgent need at the moment. 
BUDGET 
There is no furniture for 1st standard to 3rd standard 
students and they are sitting on the floor. So we are 
thinking of providing furniture for these children in 
the coming year. If you agree you can support us to 
make these furniture. We also need tables and 
chairs for the staff. The estimate is given below for 
your kind information. 

Furniture 
100 desks = Rs 2500 each  

= Rs 250,000 
100 benches = Rs 1000 each   
  = Rs 100,000 
25 pairs of tables and chairs – Rs 2500 each 
   = Rs 75,000 

Sub Total  = Rs 325,000 
Increase No. of children in the orphanage in 2009  
For 12 children = Rs. 1200/- for person for 

                         a month 
12 children per year = Rs. 158,400 
Grand Total = Rs. 483,000  

(6042.5 Sterling pounds) 

KIM’S ACCOUNT OF KANJI  

Time has flown by since I first came to Kanji two years 
ago. I came to teach English for three months as part of 
my gap year, but fell in love with the place and ended up 
staying for six! Now, after my first year at university, a 
year spent missing India and Kanji greatly, I am back for 
ten days to visit staff and students at St. Antony’s school 
and Shanti Lumin children’s home. After spending a 
month traveling around South India with friends, I have 
returned (much to their envy, who had to fly home as 
their university starts earlier than mine!), and it’s so great 
to be back. I was greeted with the amazing typical Indian 
hospitality and cheers of ‘Kim Maam! How are you?’ from 
the students.  

The school has continued to develop since I was last 
here, now there is accommodation for tenth standard 
students, extra classrooms and a computer centre ready 
for use. The students are studying very hard and their 
English is much improved. I have taken a few classes 
this time which I have really enjoyed, though I must admit 
I am guilty of a serious amount of relaxation in the 
beautiful Tamil countryside!  

It has been lovely spending time with the children at the 
hostel, who are very happy under the care of 
Lourdusamy (a new teacher at the school) and his family 
who are living there now. The grounds are full of fruit 
trees and the children have recently planted lots of seeds 
in the field behind the hostel, which thanks to the recent 
rain should soon flourish.  

I will be sad to leave again, but I am filled with optimism 
for the future of the school and children’s home, as 
Maria, Lourdusamy and the staff work tirelessly for its 
constant improvement. I would like to thank them for their 
kindness; I have had an amazing visit. 

Kim Roberts  
 
The trustees, the staffs, and the students of  
St. Antony’s Foundlings wants to thank all the 
supporters and the trustees of the enfant de kanji 
for your continuous support and dedication to help 
our project.  
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